
Exc
erp

ted
 fro

m R
ea

d f
or 

a B
ett

er 
Worl

d S
tud

en
t A

cti
on

 an
d R

efl
ec

tio
n G

uid
e G

rad
es

 2-
3



Exc
erp

ted
 fro

m R
ea

d f
or 

a B
ett

er 
Worl

d S
tud

en
t A

cti
on

 an
d R

efl
ec

tio
n G

uid
e G

rad
es

 2-
3

https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards


Read for a Better World  
Student Action and Reflection Guide

A DIVERSE EDUCATION  2

THINK 4
Identity 4

Diversity 12

Justice 26

Action 30

CREATE 36
Identity 36

Diversity 43

Justice 54

Action 61

SHARE 66
Identity 66

Diversity 73

Justice 86

Action 92

GROW 96
Identity 96

Diversity 106

Justice 110

Action 122

ANSWERS 126

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 128

Exc
erp

ted
 fro

m R
ea

d f
or 

a B
ett

er 
Worl

d S
tud

en
t A

cti
on

 an
d R

efl
ec

tio
n G

uid
e G

rad
es

 2-
3



A Diverse Education 
Today’s world is ever changing and more closely connected than ever. To thrive 

in such a world, students need a deeper education than the memorization of 

facts and dates. They need to cultivate awareness, curiosity, and empathy 

toward themselves and the world around them. This guide helps grow and 

nurture the broad diversity of thought that kids need in our culturally diverse 

society. It is a first step in their journey to becoming citizens of a more just 

and collaborative world, but even more, it will build the skills they need to be 

architects of such a world.  

About This Book 
The activities in this book are inspired by the Social Justice Standards from Learning 

for Justice. They are organized by the American Association of School Librarians 

(AASL) Standards Framework for Learners. These frameworks were chosen because 

they emphasize inclusivity, student voice, and action. 

How It Works 
The student guide is divided into four 

chapters, each tied to an AASL domain: 

Think, Create, Share, and Grow. Chapters 

are subdivided into sections inspired by  

the four Learning for Justice domains: 

Identity, Diversity, Justice, and Action. 

These domains are called out with a  

colored tab in the upper corner of each 

page. Activities can be done in any order.  

© 2021 Lerner Publishing Group2
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Students learn to ask questions, 
think critically, solve problems, 
and gain understanding.

THINK
Students learn to draw conclusions, 
make informed decisions, and apply 
knowledge to new situations. 

CREATE

Students learn to seek new 
knowledge, reflect, and pursue 
personal growth. 

Students learn to share knowledge 
and participate as respectful and 
productive members of society. 

SHARE

AASL Domains 

GROW

Learning for Justice Domains 
Identity 
Students reflect on their many identities, 
recognize the many identities of others, 
and practice expressing pride in their 
backgrounds while acknowledging and 
respecting where others come from. 

Diversity 
Students gain knowledge and language 
to accurately and respectfully describe 
how people are similar to and different 
from one another, building curiosity 
and empathy for the history and lived 
experiences of others. 

Justice 

Students learn to recognize unfairness 
and injustice, relate to people as 
individuals rather than representatives of 
groups, and identify figures and groups 
instrumental to the history of social 
justice. 

Action 

Students build and express empathy for 
others, recognize their personal role in 
acting against injustice, and reflect on 
ways they can speak up with courage  
and respect. 

3© 2021 Lerner Publishing Group  |  American Association of School Librarians. 2018. National School Library  
Standards for Learners, School Librarians, and School Libraries. Chicago: ALA. Used with permission.
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Ask and Learn
The best way to learn about someone is to ask questions! Think about 
a person in your life you would like to learn more about. This could be 
a classmate, friend, neighbor, or family member. Fill out the first two 
columns in the chart below. 

Interview the person you chose, using the questions in the second 
column. Then fill out the third column with what you learned.

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned

My dad likes to 

garden.

Why did my dad 

start gardening?

My dad gardened 

with his grandma 

when he was little!

16 © 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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What do you and the person you interviewed have in common?  

           

           

           

              

What makes the person you interviewed special?     

           

           

      

      

    

What did you learn about the 
person you interviewed that 
surprised you? 

      

      

           

Think about what you learned from your interview. 

17© 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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Cinco de Mayo My Event

Event Name Cinco de Mayo

Date May 5

Historical Event
Mexican army won  
an important battle  
in 1862

Food tacos and chalupas

Decorations Mexican flag, banners

Colors red, white, and green

Music folk and mariachi music

Activities parades and folk 
dancing

Celebrate My History
Cinco de Mayo is a holiday celebrated in the United States and parts of 
Mexico. It celebrates a victory of the Mexican army over France in 1862. 
Think about an important event in your own community’s history, such as 
the opening of a new park or the date your city or state was founded. Use 
the chart below to plan a celebration to honor this event!

18 © 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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Community Flag
Flags are important symbols for communities. The colors in a flag often 
represent important pieces of a community’s history. Look at the Mexican flag 
below and learn more about its design. 

white: purity

green: hope

red: the fight for independence

How does the flag you 
designed represent your 
community? 

     

     

    

    

    

Below, design a flag that 
represents your community. 

snake and eagle: the founding 
of Mexico’s capital city

19© 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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My Superpowers 
Heroes are found in TV shows, graphic novels, and movies. 
These characters have special talents and abilities called 
superpowers. They use their superpowers to help others!

What is a special talent or ability that you have?       

           

How could you use this skill to help others?       

           

Draw a picture of yourself below as a hero using your special talent as a 
superpower. Make sure to give superyou a special hero name! 

30 © 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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Everyday Heroes
Your community is home to lots of everyday heroes. These people use their 
talents and abilities to make their community better for everyone. Think 
about a real-life hero. Maybe it’s the mail carrier who delivers your mail no 
matter the weather, or the doctor you see when you are sick. Draw a picture 
in the card below showing what makes your hero great!

31© 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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Fill in the blanks with your hero’s name and the real-life 
superpowers that make them special. Then, cut your card out.  
You can use this card as a template to make more cards!

My hero’s name: 

      

Real-life superpowers: 

1.      

2.      

3.     

32 © 2021 Lerner Publishing Group
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Community Welcome
How would you welcome a new person to your community? Imagine you 
are showing a new friend around the place you live. Fill in the blanks with 
the places you would be excited to show them.

Design a sign welcoming people to your community!

A yummy place to eat in my community is                  . 

A fun place to play outside is         .

A fun place to visit on a rainy day is        .

My favorite place in my community is        .
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